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Key Findings

Despite the results of the recent elections, American voters’ belief in the 
conservative principles of the Republican party remains firm.

However, many voters see the Republican party as having lost faith, not staying 
true to its core principles.

To rebuild, Republicans must reaffirm and stand up for fiscal conservatism 
(smaller, more efficient government, and lower taxes), particularly as a means 
to the end of job growth and prosperity.

While voters pay lip service to compromise, when presented with actual 
choices, they reject liberal proposals: big-government, wasteful spending, and 
tax cuts that are not focused on growing the economy.

This rebuilding, a commitment to principles, and new ideas all start at the state 
and local level.  Our base voters, in particular, believe this.
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The Recent Elections



Presidential Ballot Trendline
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McCain-Palin 47% 46% 46% 44% 42% 42% 42% 41% 43% 44% 45% 46% 46% 45% 45% 45% 45% 45% 45% 44% 43% 43%

Obama-Biden 45% 48% 46% 48% 50% 50% 51% 50% 49% 48% 48% 46% 47% 48% 47% 48% 49% 48% 48% 48% 49% 49%

Barr-Root 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 0% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 2% 1% 2% 1% 1%

Nader-Gonzalez 1% 1% 2% 2% 2% 2% 2% 2% 2% 2% 2% 2% 2% 2% 2% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1%

Undecided 6% 4% 5% 5% 5% 5% 5% 6% 5% 5% 5% 5% 4% 4% 5% 5% 4% 5% 5% 5% 6% 6%
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Better Job-
“Will Create Jobs and 

Improve the Economy”
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Better Job-
“Keep America 

Prosperous”
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Congressional Issue Matrix
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2008 Presidential Election- How Did You Vote?*
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Q1, Q2*refusal responses were modeled based on other vote behavior measures



Nov. 5-6, 2008 / N=1,001 Registered 2008 Voters / ±3.1% M.O.E.

In the elections for state and local offices that were just held, 
for which party’s candidates did you tend to vote?
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State and Local Elections

Q2

GOP Candidates DEM Candidates SPLIT/otr

TOTAL 31% 41% 28%

Usual GOP Voters 66% 6% 28%
Usual Ticket-Split 12% 19% 70%
Usual DEM Voters 3% 78% 19%

McCain Voters 64% 3% 33%
Obama Voters 3% 76% 22%

18-34 30% 51% 19%
35-44 32% 49% 19%
45-64 31% 39% 31%
65+ 33% 36% 32%
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A Conservative America
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Combined
Ideology
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Combined Ideology Breakdown
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Some people say that government has been ineffective 
in solving our problems.  Based on what you know --

Do you consider government to be part of the solution or part of the problem?

Q3
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The State of the Republican Brand
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Please complete the following sentence in your own words.  
The Republican party stands for…

Q5

3%26Low Taxes

2%17Strong Military

2%16Growing the Economy / Prosperity

4%35General Positive View

5%51Looking Out for the Common Man

6%64Other

7%71Corruption / Greed / Mismanagement

8%77Conservative on Social Issues (Abortion, Gay Rights)

8%81Small Government

8%84Looking out for Corporations / Big Business

9%89General Conservative Principles / Ideas

12%117General Negative View

13%129Unsure / Refused

14%144Looking Out for the Wealthy / Against the Common Man

PercentFrequency
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Who best represented the Republican party’s true principles?
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Q7

REAGAN

GOP – 74%
T/S – 56%
DEM – 38%

F. & S. cons.— 69%
Fisc. Cons only— 51%
Soc. Cons only— 42%
Mod./Lib.— 38%
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Please tell me which viewpoint comes closest to your own.
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Q13

The Republican party has 
remained true to its core 

principle of less government.

The Republican party has not 
as strongly fought for less 

government as they used to.
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Please tell me which viewpoint comes closest to your own.

Q13

The Republican party has 
remained true to its core 

principle of less government.

The Republican party has not 
as strongly fought for less 

government as they used to.

TOTAL 25% 68%

Usual GOP Voters 30% 66%
<45 41% 56%
45+ 26% 70%

Usual Ticket-Split 15% 72%

Usual DEM Voters 23% 69%
<45 16% 75%
45+ 27% 65%

F. & S. Conservative 27% 69%
Fiscal Conservative only 26% 65%
Social Conservative only 29% 68%
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Please tell me which viewpoint comes closest to your own.

Q14

The Republican party has 
remained true to its core 

principle of defending moral 
values 

The Republican party has not 
as strongly defended moral 

values as they used to 
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Please tell me which viewpoint comes closest to your own.

Q13

TOTAL 38% 51%

Usual GOP Voters 46% 48%

Usual Ticket-Split 27% 59%

Usual DEM Voters 34% 51%

F. & S. Conservative 41% 53%
Fiscal Conservative only 41% 48%
Social Conservative only 26% 59%

The Republican party has 
remained true to its core 

principle of defending moral 
values 

The Republican party has not 
as strongly defended moral 

values as they used to 
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Please listen and tell me which political party -- the Republican Party or the 
Democrat Party  -- would do a better job on each issue in your state.  

37% 44% 4% 10% 5%

31% 55% 5% 4% 5%

36% 49%
3%

5%
6%

48% 39% 2% 7% 5%

45% 39% 2% 9% 4%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Keeping government
spending down

Keeping taxes down

Keeping America
prosperous

Encouraging job creation

Sticking to their principles

GOP Party DEM Party Both Neither Unsure

Q8-12
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Which political party would do a better job on each issue in your state? 

Q8-12

Net among
GOP DEM net Republicans

Keeping spending down 45% 39% +6 +72

Keeping taxes down 48% 39% +9 +64

Keeping America prosperous 36% 49% -13 +55

Encouraging job creation 31% 55% -24 +39

Sticking to principles 37% 44% -8 +49
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Small and Efficient Government- Starts In The States 
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Do you think the best ideas for dealing with problems come out of the 
federal government or state and local government?

Q4
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F. & S. cons.— 57%
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Soc. Cons only— 39%
Mod./Lib.— 33%
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As you may know, the Republican Party lost many seats across the country on 
Election Day.  I’d like to read you two viewpoints about how the Republican Party

should act in the future.  Please tell me which one comes closest to your own.
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GOP stand up and fight Other GOP should compromise

Q15

Some people say that the 
Republican party should stand 

up and fight against liberal 
proposals

Other people say that the 
Republican party should 

compromise with liberals so 
they at least have a say
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Please tell me which viewpoint comes closest to your own

Q15

Some people say that the 
Republican party should stand 

up and fight against liberal 
proposals

Other people say that the 
Republican party should 

compromise with liberals so 
they at least have a say

TOTAL 38% 53%

Usual GOP Voters 62% 31%
Usual Ticket-Split 38% 47%
Usual DEM Voters 16% 75%

Fisc and Soc Conservatives 61% 32%
Fiscal Conservative only 22% 66%
Social conservative only 26% 62%
Mod./Liberal on both 13% 80%
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Please tell me which statement comes closest to your own view.

70%

7%

23%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

Take over and control
more 

Undecided/ Neither/
Both

Grow without
intervention

Q16

I want my elected officials in 
government to take over and 
control more of our economy

I want my elected officials in 
government to grow the 
economy without more 

government intervention 



Nov. 5-6, 2008 / N=1,001 Registered 2008 Voters / ±3.1% M.O.E.

Please tell me which statement comes closest to your own view.

Q17

I want my elected officials in 
government to spend more on 

government projects and 
programs

I want my elected officials in 
government to reduce 

government spending, and 
spend what they have more 

wisely
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Please tell me which statement comes closest to your own view.

Q18

I want my elected officials in 
government to cut taxes that 
will help grow the economy

I want my elected officials in 
government to cut taxes only 

for lower income citizens
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Please tell me which statement comes closest to your own view.

Q19

I want my elected officials in 
government to put government 

in charge of health care 

I want my elected officials in 
government to lower health 

care costs without government 
control 
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Statement Summary

Fiscal Conservative
% GOP% T/S% DEM% only, not Social %

grow the economy without 
more government intervention 70% 86 67 55 69

reduce government spending, 
spend what they have more wisely 82% 93 86 71 83

cut taxes that will help 
grow the economy 69% 80 70 58 70

lower health care costs 
without government control 69% 86 68 53 68


