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What Happened To
“The Red Wave”?



2022- What Happened (Republican Perspective)

• Emerging from primaries 
were candidates ill-
equipped to run in the 
general.

• Governors mattered down-
ticket, for better or worse. 

• Competitive primaries left 
Republican candidates with 
an empty tank for the Fall.

• Committee and Leadership 
IE’s rushed to fill the void, 
but IEs are attack vehicle, 
and dollars don’t go as far.

• Early on economics 
dominated voter concerns, 
with crime popped in 
suburbs to major cities.

• Post-Dobbs, the issue of 
abortion gave Democrats a 
unifying purpose, and their 
messaging helped define 
Republicans as extreme.

• In ‘21, Trump he was largely 
absent, and President Biden 
was at the fore. In ‘22, 
President Trump was re-
injected into races.

• Meanwhile, Biden was 
covered like a one-termer, 
and voters wondered who 
was really in charge. 

Expectations



‘22 Generic Ballot
(538 Average)



‘22 Generic Ballot
(538 Average)



2024
The Most Important Elections

Of Our Lifetime
(Since The Last One)



The Challenges And Complexities
Of the 2024 Elections

1. Two likely Presidential nominees most voters would 
rather not be on the ballot in November ’24.

2. A Democratic held Senate running into a good 
Republican year (in terms of which states are up).

3. A Republican held House running into selective 
redistricting, and needing to hold more “Biden” seats.



Biden Approval
(538 Average)

Afghanistan

Nov 2
VA and NJ
Elections

Aug 8
FBI raid
Mar A Lago



Trump Image
(538 Average)



The Republican Primary
(538 Average)

May 24
DeSantis
Announcement

June 8
Trump Fed
Indicted

May 10
Trump Civil
Suit Guilty

March 30
Trump NY
Indicted

April 23
DeSantis
Disney Act

Feb 28
DeSantis
Book Release



The Republican Primary
(538 Average)

March 30
Trump NY
Indicted

The Manhattan grand jury's potential criminal charges 
against former President Donald Trump threaten to 
send shockwaves into the 2024 Republican nomination 
contest…

"If it's a circus, there's only one ringmaster and that's 
Trump," said GOP pollster B.J. Martino, president and 
CEO of The Tarrance Group. "And he'll benefit and be 
able potentially to pull some of those who have a 
favorable impression of him, but maybe aren't voting 
for him right now, into the camp because they're 
gonna have that rally effect.“

"He wants that sense of, put your team jerseys on, this 
is us versus them," Martino said. "And the more that he 
can convince voters that this is the Democratic 
machine coming after him, one way or the other, 
creates that rally effect around him."
(businessinsider.com, March 22nd)



The Republican Primary
(Morning Consult)
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The Democratic Primary



U.S. President 2024
47% of Democrats



U.S. President 2024
(RCP Average)

Trump/Biden



U.S. President 2024
(RCP Average)

DeSantis/Biden



U.S. President 2024
(RCP Average)

Mixed Messages

Trump DeSantis Advantage
Morning Consult -1 -5 Trump
NBC -4 -- DeSantis
Emerson -4 -6 Trump*
Yahoo -4 -3 DeSantis*
Harvard +6 +1 Trump
Rasmussen +6 -- Trump



The Senate And The House



U.S. Senate 2024



U.S. House 2024

Current- 222 GOP, 212 DEM, 1 vacant



U.S. House 2024

Trump/DEM Biden/GOP
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